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Parish Magazine Contacts:  

Editorial Team 
Don Stockwell 
stockwell.walker@gmail.com 
Terry Stevenson 
terencejstevenson@gmail.com 
 
Distribution 
Debbie Hotchkins 
': 07866 747 844 
:: debbie.hotchkins@btinternet.com 
 
Copies of the magazine are available 
free from the following locations: 
Post Of̉ce/Shop 
St Swithunɠs Porch 
Lysons Hall 
 
Online copies: 

Advertising 
Thank you to all our advertisers for 
helping to cover the costs of producing 
this valued community magazine.  
To advertise contact: 
Terry Stevenson 
': 01452 304115 
:: Hempsted.parishmag@gmail.com 
Not for prỏt or advertising for 
community events and activities are 
usually accepted free of charge. 
 
Cover Picture 
This monthɠs cover:  Autumnal Berries
(Pyracantha ɠOrange Glowɠ) photo by 
Terry 

www.swithunandmary.org.uk 
 
Hempsted Village Noticeboard 
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I t is with sadness I report that we have lost an iconic 
feature of Hempsted C of E Primary 
School. Over the Summer we lost our 
beloved willow tree. Unfortunately the 

hot weather 
dried it 
out and 
the 
wood 
split 
and 
could not 

be saved.  
It is a timely reminder that change is 
inevitable, however dif̉cult it may 
seem at the time and change can 
present many new opportunities. 

So we are back at school again 
celebrating our new intake into the 
Reception class. The Autumn Term is 
always a great time of expectation ɝ 
new classes, new teachers, new books, 
new uniform, new topicsɨɨ..We look 
forward to new arrivals and hearing all 
about the exciting things the children 
have done over the holidays. We then 
settle into the curriculum and before 
you know it another year is gathering 
momentum.  

Before the Summer holidays, we were 
once again delighted with our Year 6 
children and their SATs results, 
ful̉lling all of our expectations both 
academically and as commendable role 
models and citizens for the future. It is 
always valuable to celebrate successes 
where all staff have had input over the 
years. We wish them all well in the 
next chapter in their lives. 

Our value this term is 
ɟTHANKFULNESSɠ and I am reminded of 
the famous quote by William Arthur 
Ward ɝ ɟGod gave you a gift of 86,400 
seconds today. Have you used one to 
say ɟthank you?ɠ In schools there are 
many opportunities to be generous 
with time and support, and many 
people who work in schools or support 
them give ɢabove and beyond the call 
of dutyɣ. It is always important to 
remember to say thank youɞespecially 
for those things or those people that 
get taken for granted!  

Throughout the term we will be 
exploring this value using a variety of 
Bible stories including; the story of 
Noah, the Parable of the Lost Son, 
Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy and 
the story of Jairusɠ Daughter. We hope 
that through these stories we will 
learn more about the value of 
thankfulness. 

As it is the start of a new school year I 
always search for a poem to give us 
some pause for thought. This year I 
wanted to recognise teachers and all 
that they do. This have never just been 
a ɟjobɠ to pay the bills. It is a vocation I 
share this poem with you. 

Teachers by Beryl Edmonds: 

Teachers proudly stand in front of the 
class 
With knowledge and in̊uence en 
masse, 
Igniting a ̊ame in curious minds 
Prỏciently as the lessons unwind. 
Teaching, a calling that burns deep 

(Continued on page 5) 

Hempsted C of E School  
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inside. 
To instruct thirsty, inquisitive minds. 
Installing passion that leads to success. 
Inspiring pupils to give of their best.  
Encouraging scholars' creative gifts, 
Praising, applauding whatever it is. 
Those who are taught well live well, 
get ahead. 
Blessed are the teachers, it has to be 
said.  
It doesn't go unnoticed, the work 
involved 
Developing great people to evolve. 
All humble, nurturing teachers out 
there, 
Thank you all for your compassionate 
care.  

Those who go on to ̉nd their hopes 
and dreams, 
Remember the teachers who cast the 
beams. 
 
Beryl L Edmonds. "Teachers." Family 
Friend Poems, August 1, 2020.  

 

Mrs A. Middleton  

Assistant Head Teacher 

(Continued from page 3) 
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O n Friday 5th 
September at 7pm 

it was wonderful to 
welcome 85 people for 
Pimms & Puddings.  After 

a few days of heavy rain the 
weather was most favourable and 
pleasant. Having had a lovely sunny 
day people were able to sit inside the 
Lysons Hall and also outside in the 
garden.  Pimms and fruit punch were 
served on arrival; Nikki of̉cially 
welcomed everyone and then it was 
time to tuck into the amazing array of 
wonderful puddings; there was a raf̊e 
and our minds were stretched with the 
table quiz.  There was lots of chatting 
and catching up and it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening.  A big 
THANK YOU to all who contributed 
and supported in any way, helping us 
raise £1087.00 towards the upkeep of 
St. Swithun's Church & Churchyard. 

"Become a Friend" 

Thank you to everyone who joined us 
in 2024-2025 becoming a friend and 
supporting the upkeep of St. Swithunɠs 
Church and Churchyard.  And thank 
you to those who have re-subscribed 
for 2025-2026. 

With this in mind subscriptions are 
now due for the up & coming year 1st 
September 2025 ~ 31st August 2026.  If 
you would like to become a ɢFriend of 
St. Swithunɠsɣ ~ here is how you can: 

Subscriptions: a minimum membership 
fee for an individual is £10; Family is 
£15 & Corporate is £50.  Application 
leåets are available in St. Swithun's 
Church & the Lysons Hall.  Please 
complete the section entitled "Become 

A Friend" & on the reverse side for 
your payment method & gift aid 
declaration (if appropriate); detach this 
section along with any payment which 
can be posted in the church post box 
provided or will be received by Debbie 
Hotchkins at 31 High View or Diane 
Turner at 60 Hempsted Lane. 

Are you interested in joining the FoSS 
Committee bringing along new ideas 
and inspiration in order to provide 
further events for the community to 
enjoy?  If so we would like to hear 
from you. 

The Flower Arrangement Workshops 
led by Diane Turner continue to be 
popular and the next event will take 
place on Thursday the 27th of 
November. 

ɢSave the dateɣ:  our Christmas Fayre 
on Saturday 6th December & Christmas 
Tree Festival from 6th December to the 
2nd January will take place in St. 
Swithunɠs Church & Lysons Hall ɝ 
more details will be available in the 
November magazine ɝ ɢwatch this 
spaceɣ. 

"Our beautiful historic church, 
churchyard and village history form 
part of an incredible past we want to 
preserve whilst serving the present 
and future community of Hempsted".  
We cannot do this without you. 

For further information or queries 
contact: 

Debbie Hotchkins  

01452 382470 
debbie.hotchkins@btinternet.com 
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W ould you be easy prey for a 
scammer calling you 
out of the blue? At our 
meeting on 26th August, 
we were pleased to 

welcome Lucy Yearsley, 
Neighbourhood Watch Of̉cer for 
Cheltenham and Tewkesbury, and her 
colleague, Rhian Rose-Jones, who gave 
us much interesting and useful advice 
on crime prevention and fraud 
awareness. 

Lucy told us that fraud accounts for 
40% of crime in Great Britain today, 
and 162 different types of fraud have 
been identỉed. Investment fraud, 
romance fraud, beloved childɠs urgent 
request for cash, congratulations ɝ 
youɠve won! or youɠve inherited a large 
amount, but you need to pay £ to 
release the money, fraudsters 
impersonating the police or your bank 
ɝ just a few examples of fraudster 
tactics which many of us will have 
experienced but, we hope, realized 
what was happening before it was too 
late. If a cold caller approaches us with 
generous offers or advice to take 
urgent action, Lucy stressed the 
importance of applying the ɟStop. 
Think. Tell.ɠ rule. Nothing is urgent. If 
it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is. Take time to discuss with 
a friend or family member. 

Crime prevention is the primary 
objective of the police force. This is 
the principle behind Lucyɠs advice on 
what to do and what not to do in 
protecting our houses, cars, and other 
property against break-in and theft. 
Burglars are drawn to the easiest 

targets ɝ open windows, unlocked 
gates, ladders and tools left lying 
around that a thief can use to break in, 
signs that you are away from home 
such as drawn curtains, the bins left 
out, the house in darkness. All these 
clues to opportunistic burglars can be 
avoided. The basic message is, take 
precautions and donɠt make it easy for 
thieves. 

Lucy was an excellent presenter, and 
her talk re̊ected her professional 
knowledge and experience in the ̉eld 
of crime prevention. Most, if not all, of 
the club members are familiar with at 
least some of the techniques of 
fraudsters and thieves and how to 
thwart them, but it was helpful to hear 
Lucyɠs comprehensive summary of the 
whole subject. She also had a plentiful 
supply of free booklets on home 
security and fraud awareness, and a 
selection of gadgets to improve 
security and protect our possessions. 
The talk was much appreciated by club 
members and a practical reminder of 
what we should all be doing to 
safeguard our property. 

Hempsted Wine Circle & Social Club 
meets this month on 28th October for 
the annual quiz. 

Nick Roberts  

 

Useful websites: 

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/  

https://www.citizensadvice.org. 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware/
home 

Hempsted Wine Circle & Social Club  
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T he workshop will be held on 
Thursday Nov 27th 

2.30 pm in the Lysons 
hall. 

 Please note we are 
offering you the choice to make either 
a table arrangement or a 
wreath!  Also, you can choose to make 
either a wreath using ̊oral foam or a 
traditional mossed wreath! However 
we would need to know well in 
advance your preferences in order that 
we have all your requirements in time 
please!!   

As most of you are aware this is a 
FoSS initiative and we don't aim to 
make a prỏt, therefore the cost for 
the workshop will be kept to a 
minimum to cover materials needed.  
This is a popular workshop so please 
let us know if you wish to add your 
name to the list. 
For any more information or to add 
your name to the list  please call me. 

Diane Turner   

M: 07776068454.   
T: 01452 524321    

E: bramley.turner@gmail.com 

Thank you 
Perry Poole is stepping back from her role overseeing the Lysons Hall 
bookings and we now begin the search for a new Bookings manager.  Thank 
you Perry for freely giving your time and energy to ensure the smooth running 
of the Lysons Hall bookings. It has been hugely appreciated.  

Nikki  

Vacancy 

Lysons Hall Bookings Manager  

If you can spare an hour or two of your time and would like to help organise 
the bookings for the Lysons Hall please get in touch. To apply or for more 
information please contact Nikki for further details. 

Nikki  

T. 523808 
E. nikkiarthy@btinternet.com 
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Nikki  
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Church Services  

 FROM THE REGISTERS 

.ǳǊƛŀƭ ƻŦ !ǎƘŜǎ 

Sunday Services  

5 October  St Mary de Lode  Parish Eucharist   1000 
12 October  St Swithunɠs  Holy Communion   0800 
   St Swithunɠs  Family Eucharist for Harvest 1000 
19 October  St Mary de Lode Parish Eucharist   1000  
   St Mary de Crypt Open for All Inclusive Worship 1600 
26 October   St Swithunɠs  Parish Eucharist   1000  
 

Special services 
Messy Church 19 October 3pm Lysons Hall 
Fridays at 1pm ɟPrayers for the Cityɠ - Discover DeCrypt, Southgate Street 
Morning Prayer via Zoom takes place at 9.00am on Wednesdays and Fridays  
Compline (Night Prayer) via Zoom takes place on Thursdays at 9.00pm.     
  
For the Zoom links contact nikkiarthy@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens:  

David Knight (St Swithunɠs) 07513 171336 
Richard Lane (St Mary de Lode) 01452 521670 
Peter Gould  (St Mary de Crypt) 07808 862784 

Eric Blindell 
Margaret Bucknell 
Sarah Evans  

Elijah Pullinger-Lewis 
Presley Uncrop 
Chantelle Roberts  
Kate Goldsmith  

Adeena Priday  

�&�R�Q�I�L�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

Chantelle Roberts 
Shelly Murdoch 
Kate Goldsmith 
Annie Lee 
Mandy Lee 


