
¢h !5±9w¢L{9 /![[  лмпрнолпммр   tŀƎŜ м 

 



tŀƎŜ н  bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнр 

 

Parish Magazine Contacts:  

Editorial Team 
Don Stockwell 
stockwell.walker@gmail.com 
Terry Stevenson 
terencejstevenson@gmail.com 
 
Distribution 
Debbie Hotchkins 
': 07866 747 844 
:: debbie.hotchkins@btinternet.com 
 
Copies of the magazine are available 
free from the following locations: 
Post Of̉ce/Shop 
St Swithunɠs Porch 
Lysons Hall 
 
Online copies: 

Advertising 
Thank you to all our advertisers for 
helping to cover the costs of producing 
this valued community magazine.  
To advertise contact: 
Terry Stevenson 
': 01452 304115 
:: Hempsted.parishmag@gmail.com 
Not for prỏt or advertising for 
community events and activities are 
usually accepted free of charge. 
 
Cover Picture 
This monthɠs cover:  Common Poppy 
(Papaver rhoeas) photo by Terry 

www.swithunandmary.org.uk 
 
Hempsted Village Noticeboard 
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T he end of September saw Hempstedɠs Eco-Church hold their 
̉rst Eco Fair- and it was brilliant!  

The fair was of̉cially opened by the 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Gloucester, Ashley and Lily Bowkett, 
who were given very 
special eco chains. 
Villagers then enjoyed 
some of the many stalls 
and activities on offer as 
well as some yummy cakes 
(thank you to all our 
wonderful volunteers who 
made this possible)! 
Children loved making 
wooden necklaces and 
medals with the lovely 
people from Wild and 
Green and took part in a 
scavenger hunt and quiz too (thanks to 
Douglas, Tript and Suzie for their 
efforts with this ɝ it's great to have 
young people on board). Lots of people 
tried to guess the number of acorns in 
the jar ɝ who knew you could get so 
many (183!) in one jar. Rachel 
promises she has returned them to the 
wild for the squirrels!  

There was much laughter coming from 
Patɠs bike which, after some hard 
pedalling, produced some refreshing 
apple juice (many thanks also to Brigid 
and Alan for allowing us to use their 
apples). Lots of people contributed to 
the wonderful banner, guided by the 

fabulous Eloise, and we canɠt wait to 
see the ̉nal result very soon. The 
amazing ɟPeace with Creationɠ artwork 
by the children of Hempsted school 
was also on display in the hall. We saw 
and bought the wonderful, sustainable 

products made by MJG 
Stitches, had an 
opportunity to ̉nd out 
about Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust and 
Slipstream Organic veg 
boxes, and of course, the 
famous bin made a guest 
appearance with some 
guidance on what can 
and cannot be accepted. 
Many thanks to Becki for 
running the bird feeder 
stall, they were lots of 
fun to make. There was 

also a demonstration of how to remove 
red fruit and wine stains from clothing 
without the use of chemicals, just 
boiling water ɝ it was like magic! 

We are so proud that so many people 
came to show their support, either by 
helping or coming along to enjoy the 
day. We truly have a wonderful village, 
thank you.  

Gemma  

Eco-Church 

 

 

Eco- Fair Success!  
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T he Club met on 23rd September for 
an evening of 
excitement in the form 
of a charity race night in 
aid of Sun̊owers, the 

local charity we are supporting this 
year. The master of ceremonies was 
club member, Paul Burry. He has 
experience in this sort of thing 
although it was the ̉rst race night for 
HWC&SC. 
Five races, six horses in each race, and 
various ways to win (or lose!) money. 
For £10 you could sponsor a race 
which gave you ownership of one of 
the horses and a place in the jackpot 
draw at the end of the evening. The 
other ̉ve horses in each race were 
also up for sale at £2 each. If you 
owned the winner, an £8 payout was 
yours. You could also place a bet 
(minimum 50p) on one horse or more. 
Paul, sometime teacher of maths, 
worked out the odds for each horse 
depending on how many punters had 
backed it. 
We were presented with real horses in 
races which had been run, but the 
horses were given new crazy names in 
case there were any racing pundits 
amongst us whose knowledge of the 
racing world would have given them 
an unfair advantage. Paul did however 
allow us a short recording of the 
commentator giving a few pre-race 
tips on which horse was the favourite, 
which was a strong ̉nisher, how they 
had fared in earlier races etc, so we 
were not entirely clueless in placing 
our bets. 
When all the horses in a race had 

found owners and all bets had been 
placed, the ̉lm of the race appeared 
on the screen with the commentary 
rising to a frenzied pitch as the 
runners reached the ̉nishing line. 
Cheering and clapping from some, 
anguished hand wringing and groans 
from others, distinguished the winners 
from the losers. Pity the poor gamester 
(whose name I shall keep secret) who 
decided to back every horse in the 
̉nal race to ensure a win even if he 
suffered a net loss, but then found he 
had placed bets on all the horses 
except the one that won. 
We are indebted to Paul Burry for 
arranging this event with consummate 
skill and knowledge and presenting it 
with his team of assistants ɝ preparing 
the race cards and betting tickets, 
advising the novice punters, providing 
the race ̉lms and commentaries, 
taking the money, working out the 
odds, and paying out the winnings. 
Many thanks also to our catering 
manager, Jo Stock, and helpers who 
distributed a welcome supper of hot 
dogs to the participants halfway 
through the evening. 
In addition to providing a very 
entertaining evening for the club, the 
purpose of the event was to raise 
money for our chosen charity, 
Sun̊owers, which is dedicated to 
giving support for people bereaved 
and affected by suicide in 
Gloucestershire. The money which the 
race night raised for this charity was 
£89. 

Nick Roberts  

 

Hempsted Wine Circle & Social Club  
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T his has been a year in which we have commemorated 80 years 
since the end of World War 2. 

Recorded in 1945 we ̉nd these 
articles in the St. Swithun Hempsted 
Parish Magazine:- 

Victory in Europe ~ V.E. Day (7th May 
1945) 

The good news for which we had been 
hoping and praying came to us on May 
7th.  On V.E. Day the Bells of St. 
Swithunɠs rang out a Victory Peal at 
7.15, and the village was gaily 
decorated with ̊ags ~ St. Georgeɠs 
again ̊ying from the Church Tower.  
At 3 oɠclock many people gathered by 
wireless sets to hear the Prime 
Ministerɠs of̉cial announcement of the 
unconditional surrender of all German 
armed Forces.  Again at 6.30 the Bells 
rang out for the Thanksgiving Service 
arranged to take place at 7.30.  For 
this a large congregation gathered to 
give thanks to God for a great 
deliverance and a glorious victory.  It 
was a solemn and moving Service.  As 
dusk fell a bon̉re, gathered together 
and built by young and willing hands, 
was lighted near the Cross by Mrs. 
Per̉tt, and an ef̉gy of Hitler duly 
burned.  Later a second bon̉re at 
Newark Farm, lighted by Mr. Davies, 
was visible, we are told, for miles 
around.   

This day was marked by the Kingɠs 
Broadcast to the peoples of the 
Commonwealth and Empire.   

Two phrases stand out from His 
Majestyɠs ̉ne message which found an 
echo in millions of hearts that night:- 

ɢThere is great comfort in the thought 
that the years of darkness and danger 
in which the children of our country 
have grown up are, please God, over 
foreverɣ. 

ɢIn the hour of danger we humbly 
committed our cause into the Hand of 
God, and He has been our Strength 
and Shield.  Let us thank Him for His 
mercies and in this hour of Victory 
commit ourselves and our new task to 
the guidance of the same strong 
Handɣ. 
Rev. Mark E. Per̉tt 

Victory in Japan ~ V.J. Day (15th August 
1945) 

V.J. Day was celebrated in a happy and 
spontaneous way.  There was a very 
good number of people present at the 
simple service of thanksgiving and 
remembrance at 7.30.  After the 
service, we gathered in the road 
outside the Rectory to listen to the 
speech given by the King to his 
people.  At the conclusion of the 
speech, a centuries-old way of 
expressing joy was followed by the 
lighting of a large bon̉re, the 
gathering of material for which had 
occupied the boys most of the day.  On 
Thursday afternoon Mrs. Priday and 
Mrs. Brown, with the help of gifts from 
many people, gave a magnỉcent tea 
to all the young folk who had assisted 
with the bon̉re.  My wife and I had 
the good fortune to share in the tea, 
and it was good to see the childrenɠs 
joy.  The cricket match on the Rectory 
lawn concluded the day.  My family is 
thoroughly enjoying living here for 

(Continued on page 9) 
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these few days, and I feel myself 
privileged to worship with you in your 
lovely Church.  
Rev. Owen A. Grif̉ths 

Rev. Mark E. Per̉tt from The Rectorɠs 
Letter November Parish Magazine 
1945  
I am sure we shall all desire to pay 
honour to those who have laid down 
their lives, and to pray for Godɠs 
guidance and help for our country in 
facing the tremendous problems that 
must be solved if peace is to be 
secured for our own and succeeding 
generations.  The early days of 
November are rich in the 
commemoration of heroes ~ for 
Armistice Day follows close upon All 
Saintstide.  Both remind us that it is by 
self-giving for the great causes of God 
that all that is best in our life is gained 
for us.  It is only by the same spirit of 
sacrỉce that we can preserve it, 
whether it be justice, or truth, or 

peace.  

Armistice Day ~ The special Services 
on November 11th were well 
attended. At both morning and 
evening services the Roll of Honour of 
the two world wars were read, and the 
Two Minutesɠ Silence observed at 11 
oɠclock.  The names of the Fallen 
added to the parishɠs Roll of Honour in 
the last war are: Clive William 
Critchley, Peter Langston and Alan 
Woodman 

Sunday 9th November 2025 at 
10.45am ~ you are welcome to join 
this yearɠs Act of Remembrance as we 
gather again at the War Memorial in 
St. Swithunɠs Churchyard to honour the 
fallen of Hempsted & Llanthony.  

For further information or queries 
contact: 

Debbie Hotchkins  

01452 382470 
debbie.hotchkins@btinternet.com 

(Continued from page 8) 
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T he workshop will be held on 
Thursday Nov 27th 

2.30 pm in the Lysons 
hall. 

 Please note we are 
offering you the choice to make either 
a table arrangement or a 
wreath!  Also, you can choose to make 
either a wreath using ̊oral foam or a 
traditional mossed wreath! However 
we would need to know well in 
advance your preferences in order that 
we have all your requirements in time 
please!!   

As most of you are aware this is a 
FoSS initiative and we don't aim to 
make a prỏt, therefore the cost for 
the workshop will be kept to a 
minimum to cover materials needed.  
This is a popular workshop so please 
let us know if you wish to add your 
name to the list. 
For any more information or to add 
your name to the list  please call me. 

Diane Turner   

M: 07776068454.   
T: 01452 524321    

E: bramley.turner@gmail.com 

Sylvia Perry -  Thank you  
Thank you to all those who attended Sylviaɠs funeral and a special thanks to 
those who contributed to Sylviaɠs chosen charity Battersea Dogs and Cats 
home . We were pleased to be able to send them cheques and cash amounting 
to £700 before tax relief. 

Many thanks again 

Mel Perry and family .  
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