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CHROME AWARDS

TROPHIES *AWARDS + ENGRAVING

TROPHY AND ENGRAVING
SPECIALISTS

‘Suppliers of Quality Awards for Every
Occasion’

Trophies | Awards | Medals
Plaques | Glassware | Pens |
Corporate Awards

Gloucestershire’s largest Trophy
Distributor and Engraving Centre

Tel: 01452 528215 M: 07717 751623
Email: laura@chromeawards.co.uk

www.chromeawards.co.uk

| J.BiRD
- CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Chimney
Sweeping from £50

Open Fires, Boilers, Cookers and
Stoves Serviced
Chimney Pots, Cowls and Bird Guards Fitted
Flue Liners and Stoves Installed to
Latest Regulations
Cctv Chimney Camera Surveys

PHONE ME TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

01452 521732
07973 905151

sootybloke@blueyonder.co.uk

HETAS ©

Parish Magazine Contacts:

Editorial Team

Don Stockwell

stockwell .wal ker @gmai |
Terry Stevenson
terencejstevenson@gmai

Distribution
Debbie Hotchkins

':07866 747 844
:debbie. hotchkins@btir

Copies of the magazine
free from the foll owin
Post Of ce/ Shop

St Swg tRamch
Lysons Hall

Online copi es:

@www. swithunandmary. o
@Hempsted Village Not

Advertising

Thank you to all our a
hel ping to cover the ¢
this valued community
To advertise contact:
Terry Stevenson

':01452 304115
:Hempsted. pari shmag@gr

Not for pro t or adver
community events and a
usually accepted free
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Are you thinking of /4_0\

nome?

Let.oUl help you
find your perfect home this Spring.

Visit us at Gloucester Docks

T 01452 398010

E docks@naylorpowell.com
www.naylorpowell.com

Scan for
an instant
property

valuation
powell

ESTATE AGENTS | LETTING AGENTS | PROPERTY MANAGERS




(Continued3from page candishere is always a
sit in dar kne$o mfipsutdggzno migd t pr it m&r y sch
outside. They found met wvasmpycsaady! woOndh
t hecalklar sounded, Nahéyibgd K&1 Chri ston
gather hoses and watren &rd vilten take

it in turns to use&ga;gHt ighigup FPLé'HR/et?/ou
activate the hose%urTihnegy t"‘heerehoallilda"yersyn
good at f[hat! -Fheéeea'?j(?)b%%,aw‘?’ealpl your s
earned pid®weit don tﬁ.gL[rﬁ%§-s presghyce, r

Sisxyou all looked AfM2izd "9ne E. Szymansk

This term is the r t

Chri st mas. Soon t%ﬂézge/holtorhqui%stm%lsleagd 2
with Christmas songs and the
accompanyi ngdexoirtag maint  MrsA Middleton
classrooms, tinsel, treegssCOILS5E MASad

back can sometimes still be used to
make gift tags, but whole cards are
preferable.

Collection boxes will be available in
the church porch and outside 4 The
Christmas Cards to Gallops from the beginning of January. |
take over to the can collect if required (text 07888
Cobalt charity in 683234). | will collect cards until the
Cheltenham this year. end of Monday 12th January. Many
Small bundles of cards bagged where  thanks,
possible makes it easier for their

fter the amazing

response over the
last few years, | will
once again be
collecting used

volunteers to handle and sort. They ‘ Sarah Cook

also prefer that cards are left whole as e

this helps when using the guillotine in ‘ sz Cg?lc?alt

preparing them. Cards without the [ Y Disnoss - Ressach - Ecaion
n addition tCancamrdsuplpowitl.] These
|l so be col |l adtei Gl dlogan, or i n th
mpty PLASTI ®ithubhso the I eft of th
confecti onardy,adlii sneu ifotdsfF dinsdba yd r lo3pt
rackers) as Fepdmtuaaf t he
Tub2Pub scheme which Many Thank
recycles them to raise
funds for Macmill an Sarah Cook

Online Christmas EktmSEdition



Estd 30 YEARS
Very competitive price on domestic
and commercial fencing.
Also block pave drives
and patios laid.
Plus digger work any quantity of earth
removed from site.

Contact Deryck for your:
Free fixed price no obligation quote

PCD Accountancy Ltd

‘ ICPA’ Independent Certified Practising Accountants

+ Accountancy and tax advice for small businesses
+ Company, partnership and sole trader accounts

+ Company and Partnership Tax Returns
+ Personal Self Assessment Tax Returns.

Mob: 07703168727; Tel: 01452 725811
EMAIL: deryckwood@gmail.com

d Fi
narterst Freeme,

Lic.CG, M.ILM.I
R.TITB

st 4 Established 1991
L
= Property Maintenance

All aspects of
Plumbing, Central Heating, Electrical
work undertaken
« Kitchens, Bathrooms, Cloakrooms and Ensuites
(full design and installation service available)
* Flat Roofs, Guttering and Fascia Boards
* Landscaping and Irrigation Systems
* Decking, Patios, Block Paving and Fencing
* Drainage Service inc unblocking drains, Toilets and Sinks
* Painting, Decorating Tiling and Flooring

* Insurance work welcome
» Worktops and Sinks

* Free Estimates

* Discounts for OAPs

* No job too small

Need Help? Ring Andy!
Mobile: 07774 675 126
Office: 01452 728 845

£71 million Public Liability Insurance

ta8s 550SY0SNJI H.
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Hempsted Wine Circle & Social Club
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December - christmas Sunbeams Monday 8th and Wednesday 10th

(Come and meet Father Christmas, sing
Christmas songs and listen to the real Christmas
story)

(, Find us on FaceBook - Sunbeams
Q cathrjones50@gmail.com
9 Southgate Evangelical Church,|46 Southgate Street Gloucester, GL12EX
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Gloucester Gord

(founded in 1885) ~ Motto “NO GILT”

D ecember 2025 marks 140 years
since the first meeting of the
Gloucester Gordon League. The Club
was originally started in memory of
General Charles Gordon. Its aims were
to reflect the character of General
Gordon who always tried to do his duty
first to God, secondly to his Country and
to help others by his influence, prayers
and friendship. Club Members were all
encouraged to adopt these values by
Miss Waddy back in 1904. On this
140th anniversary we remember
General Gordon (1833-1885) and Miss
Agnes Jane Waddy (1845-1905) -
President of Gloucester Gordon League
from 1885 to 1905.

The story begins with influential ladies
and gentlemen meeting at the Tolsey
(Council Offices) in November 1885, at
the invitation of Mr. Joseph Edwards.
The objective was to establish a local
branch of the Gordon League for
Gloucester, as an institute for social
gatherings, lectures and classes for
promoting the physical and mental
improvement of working lads aged
between 14 and 20 years. Mr. Edwards
outlined few men had made such a
mark upon English life and manners as
General Gordon, an example worth
following. Therefore after his death,
the best way of keeping the memory of
the hero of Khartoum fresh in the public
mind, and as the best means of carrying
on the good work he had started,
“Gordon Leagues” had been organised
in London. The good work of such
institutions could not be disputed and
Mr. Edwards had nearly 100 lads ready
to be enrolled as members. Hoping to

t 38

on League

receive the sympathy and support of
Gloucester, the Dean of Gloucester
moved the resolution and proposed an
association to be called the “Gloucester
Gordon League” be formed.

Generations of the Gordon family had
served in the British Army; Charles
along with his brothers (fifth
generation) followed the tradition and
joined the military. As a committed
Christian he gave away 90% of his
annual income and engaged in
charitable works: working with
homeless boys, funding schools,
teaching poor children, feeding /
clothing / nursing the sick and making
army land available for poor people to
farm.

Lieutenant Gordon served in many
places including Sudan and China. On
returning to Sudan to evacuate Egyptian
forces from the besieged Khartoum,
General Gordon was killed in January
1885 together with many other
defenders. Queen Victoria and the
British public were grief stricken and
there was anger towards the
Government at the delay in getting
relief forces to General Gordon’s aid. As
a result windows in cathedral &
churches were dedicated along with
statues raised in memory to General
Gordon; Gordon Clubs for Boys were
founded and Gordon Boy’'s Homes
established. Various local authorities
up and down the country set about
organising a lasting tribute to General
Gordon forming “Gordon Boys Clubs”.

The Gloucester Gordon League formally
opened on the evening of 5th December

(Continuef) on
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(Continued8from page
1885. The premises situated at the top
of New Street, once used as the club-
room at the Park End Hotel and able to
seat two hundred persons whilst the
large apartment beneath was fitted out
as a gymnasium. Sadly within a short
space of time, the Council lost interest
and it was left to local people to
continue to run the Club.

However, Gloucester Gordon Boys Club
was fortunate in that Miss Agnes Jane
Waddy dedicated her time and energy
to the running of the Club. Her father
Henry was part of the Gloucester to
Berkeley Canal Company and the family
resided at the Canal Office Gloucester.
Agnes taught the skills of making dairy
produce to country folk in the outlying
districts around Gloucester. A regular
worshipper and busy lady at her local
church St. Luke’s the Less, Agnes was
described by successive Vicars to be a
valued and devoted parochial worker,
supporting many charitable causes.

Though a small frail lady, Agnes
committed herself to both the work and
to every Member (friend) of the League,
“for whose uplifting she prayed and
worked devotedly and untiringly”
commanding the respect from her boys.

The Club was open every evening 6pm
to 9pm. Over the years activities
included draughts, cards, ping-pong,
billiards, swimming, cycling, football,
rounders, cricket and walking, plus the
introduction of rugby in 1888. But
above all Agnes insisted her boy’s
learned about religion, and Bible
classes were held every Sunday.
Membership was one halfpenny per
year and you could buy a cup of cocoa
for one penny. Agnes sadly passed
away unexpectedly on Tuesday 24
January 1905. Agnes’ sister Henrietta
Waddy became the next President
alongside Ernest Browning Honorary
Secretary. Over subsequent years it has
been fortunate in the Officers of the
Club, who have been very dedicated
men, concerned in assisting young men
to become good citizens and to respect
God. The Gordon League RFC
Hempsted is believed to be the last of
“the Gordon Boys Clubs” in the country,
alongside the last “Gordon Boys School”
Gordon’s School in Surrey today.

Sourced & written by Debbie & Clive
Hotchkins ~ November 2025 ~
Hempsted in Gloucestershire

Debbie Hotchkins
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