
 

Our prayers are asked:  

• for the life of our parish and Cathedral Church 

• that we might keep a prayerful and reflective Advent 

• for peace throughout the world  

• for those who are ill or undergoing medical treatment  

• for all those who have died including Richard Ashenden, Roy 

Hutchins and Linda Sutherland. 

 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Churchwardens 

St Mary de Lode      Richard Lane   521670 

St Mary de Crypt    Peter Gould  07808 862784 

St Swithun’s      David Knight   07513 171336  

Parish Safeguarding Officers   Mary Gould   07837 450917 

      Roxy Nicholls    507676 

Parish Administrator   Claire Saunders  385070  

      admin@swithunandmary.org.uk 

Parish Treasurer    Clare Morris   385070 

      treasurer@swithunandmary.org.uk 

Ministry Team 

Parish Clergy    Nikki Arthy   523808 

      nikkiarthy@btinternet.com 

      Geoff Eales 

      geoffeales@aol.com 

      Pauline Godfrey   0777 228 0344 
      paulineagodfrey@gmail.com 

Pastoral Assistant &  

Licensed Worship Leader  Mary Gould  07837 450917 

Pastoral Assistant   Cath Wain   521799  

Children and Families Worker  Rachel Laughton 07999 481 451 

 

www.swithunandmary.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

The Parish of Hempsted with St Mary de Lode  

and St Mary de Crypt, Gloucester 

in partnership with Gloucester Cathedral 

 

 

        

 

 

 

Advent Sunday 

30th November 2025 

 

10.00am Parish Eucharist    St Mary de Lode 

Readings Isaiah 2: 1-5; Matthew 24: 36-44; Psalm 122 

Preacher Geoff Eales  

  

6.00pm Advent Carol Service    Cathedral 

  

   

Morning Prayer via Zoom is on Wednesday and Friday at 9.00am. 

Compline via Zoom is on Thursday at 9pm. Zoom links are available from 

the Rector. 

 

Prayers for the City take place in St Mary de Crypt Church each 

Friday at 1-1.30pm. Coffee, Cake and Conversation takes place 11am-

12.30pm beforehand in the Old Crypt Schoolroom. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday, 1st December 

Ministry Team Meeting    Parish Office  3.00pm 

Tuesday, 2nd November 

Coffee and Chat with Hempsted School  Lysons Hall  9.00am 

Wednesday, 3rd December 

Morning Prayer      Zoom    9.00am 

Stay & Play      Lysons Hall  9.00am 

Stay & Play      St Mary de Crypt 11.00am 

Thursday,4th December 

Holy Communion      The Dean   11.30am 

Compline       Zoom    9.00pm 

Friday, 5th December 

Morning Prayer      Zoom    9.00am 

Coffee, Cake & Conversation   St Mary de Crypt 11.00am 

Discover DeCrypt Trustees    St Mary de Crypt 3.15pm 

Gordon League 140th Anniversary Celebration and   

Christmas Tree Festival launch   St Swithun’s  7.00pm 

Saturday, 6th December 

Christmas Fair & Christmas Tree Festival Lysons Hall 11am-3pm 

Sunday 7th December: Advent Sunday 

Parish Eucharist      St Mary de Lode 10.00am 

Messy Church      Lysons Hall  3.30pm 

 

You are warmly invited to a Christmas Celebration at St Swithun's, on 

Friday 5th December, at 7pm marking the 140th Anniversary of the 

Gloucester Gordon League, and the launch of this year’s St Swithun's 

Christmas Tree Festival. All are most welcome. 
 

Could you help at the Christmas Fair or Christmas Tree Festival on 

Saturday 6th December, 11am-3pm? Donations of homemade cake, mince 

 

 

pies & shortbread are needed, along with helpers to serve the cake and 

drinks along with washer-uppers on a rota basis.  Also, as part of the 

Talent Challenge there is going to be a stall in the Lysons Hall and 

Debbie needs to know if you are intending to sell and/or volunteer on 

this stall. Finally, people are also needed between 11am & 3pm to "meet 

& greet" visitors to the Christmas Tree Festival on a rota basis. If you 

can help please get in touch with Debbie: tel: 01452 382470 / 07866 

747844 or debbie.hotchkins@btinternet.com. 

 

As you prepare to celebrate Christmas, please do consider making a 

financial gift toward the upkeep and running of one of our three 

churches. All gifts are gratefully received, and if you are able to ‘Gift 

Aid’ it, its value is boosted by 25% at no extra cost to you.  Thank you. 

 

Imagine saving art that’s survived centuries…... 

Give to our Big Give campaign and help us restore St Mary de Crypt’s 

extraordinary wall paintings before they’re lost forever. This 2nd–9th 

December, your Big Give donation to St Mary de Crypt is doubled — 

yes, doubled! A one-week chance to give a Christmas gift that quite 

literally saves history. Donate here, in the church or via the 

website:  

https://donate.biggive.org/campaign/a05WS000006NlpBYAS 

 

Prayer for the Week  

O God beyond time, we are an impatient people. 

As the days grow shorter and the darkness longer, teach us to wait 

with faithful expectation. 

Open our eyes and hearts to the Advent blessings in our midst. 

May every day be a day of gratitude for your compassion and grace. 

Through the guidance of your Spirit, lead us all in the pathways that 

make for peace. In the name of Emmanuel, God with us, we pray. Amen 
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